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Context.

It is reported that two thirds
of the population of care
home residents in the UK have
a cognitive impairment. (1)
Dementia is the strongest
determinant of entry into
residential care for people
aged over 65. (2)
There are many elderly people
with dementia living at home
in Sheffield. Can/how can
design allow them to remain
living for longer at home?
Samantha Sharp in Design for Dementia, (pg 13) Helen
Hamlyn Centre, Royal College of Art, London, UK

Down Memory
Lane.
(The project)

36 Postgraduate
Students from 6
disciplines studying in
cross disciplinary
groups designing with
and for dementia
sufferers, supported by
staff from 2 faculties
(Design and Health &
Wellbeing) along with a
Senior Occupational
Therapist form a local
hospital and involving
the knowledge sharing
platform ‘Fixperts’.

The design process.
Themes
Identity.
History.
Function.

Contexts
Home.
City.
Community.
Care.
Working with dementia sufferers
and their carers and supported by
experts, over the course of 6
weeks student groups produced
designed outcome along with a
short movie that documented the
project journey and showing the
designed outcome in action.

Governance and Policy Making

Co-designed
Local endorsement

Funding for healthcare is at a crucial ‘turning’ point in the United Kingdom and many local
authority services are struggling to provide the support that dementia sufferers require.
Working with members of the local community, experts from dementia support services and
design + health researchers at Sheffield Hallam University, dementia sufferers took an active
role in co-designed solutions for their individual requirements.

Activism and Civic Participation

Designed and modified with the community

The projects were co-designed with end–users. Some end-users (often carers) were able to
actively participate in the whole design process, others less so. The project had the added
benefit of bringing together 2 key concepts; co-design and fixing & hacking. The results
have, in the best cases, allowed individuals to take better control of their daily lives.

Social Interactions and Relations

Co-Design
Iterative
Proccess

This project brings together families, senior citizens, carers, experts with staff and
students from Sheffield Hallam University. The participants work together to identify,
conceptualise and refine responses to individual daily issues that arise as a result of one or
more participants suffering form dementia; working together, bringing people together to
understand and ‘fix’ the situation(s) results in a bespoke response(s) that serve the real
needs of those directly affected by the situation.

City

Designing for Dignity
Design for Empowerment

Sheffield Hallam University’s Art & Design Research Centre and specifically the Lab4Living
has been actively working on projects that bring together researchers from design and
healthcare. Lab4Living’s aim is to propose creative strategies for the development of future
living environments in which people of all ages and abilities re enabled and empowered to
live with dignity, independence and fulfillment. This project brings together members of the
Lab4Living with Sheffield citizens to co-design; the results of which can have real impact
on individuals, neighborhoods and the city.

Production, Distribution and Consumption

Co-Design
Appropriate Design

This proejct elicits responses that serve the specific needs of individuals be them
dementia sufferers, their carers, local community members. The focus is on locally made
and where possible modified solutions that through their making bring people together.

Skill Training and Design Education

Co-Design
Multidisciplinary Design
key concept
This project brings together students from 8 different courses along with external experts
and stakeholders meaning that the participants worked in multidisciplinary teams,
combining competencies, understanding and skills. As a result of this students developed
new
personal
skillstowhich
they and
were
ableeducation:
to put into
practice
their
on opportunity
the
How the
project relates
skill training
design
the new
design during
education;
the time
need and
project.
of building new competences with and the project stakeholders.

Job Creation

Local design
New design competencies

This proejct develops understanding in students (and other stakeholders) of the wider
employment/entrepreneurship possibilities open to graduates through local, small scale
activity over larger at length activity that almost always divorces the designer from the
user.

Storytelling and Visualisation

envisioning in co-design sessions
ideas sharing

The audience is varied with design and health students, stakeholders in the broad area of
design & health, local authorities and such like so photography, video and presentations
have been the main dissemination tools for the project. A sample video can be accessed
here: https://vimeo.com/126396168
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