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Challenges 

for a 

Cyclabe City:
a strategic design 

exercise.



Context.

The exercise of using 

metadesign in order to 

project a Cyclable City can 

contribute towards the 

development of those cities 

whose transportation 

infrastructure is less than 

ideal, if this exercise is 

viewed through the lens of 

value-generating social 

innovation. In this context, a 

‘less than ideal 

transportation infrastructure’ 

means an urban space in 

which there is a cycling 

network which has been 

adapted to the existing 

automobile and pedestrian 

traffic infrastructure, in a 

manner that is unnatural 

and/or imposed.



The project.

The aim of this project is 

to envisage imaginary 

scenarios for a city whose 

transportation 

infrastructure is of the 

aforementioned type: 

where the possibilities of 

success of any urban 

cycling strategies range 

from very scarce to 

completely absent.



The design 

process.

The methodological

process via scenarios is 

a fertile ground for 

practices and strategies 

which could shape the 

building of a cyclable 

city. The first step 

comprises a field study; 

the second focuses on a 

workshop with the goal 

of designing scenarios, 

and the third 

establishes a 

connection between the 

data collected in the 

field and the scenarios 

designed by means of 

metadesign.



Activism and Civic Participation

The designer proposes the interpretation by two plastic artists / illustrators of the concepts developed during the 

design process by scenarios for the creation of a Cyclable City. The concept that guided the process of 

metadesign was "people visible to the people" and "friendly, caring and human city".

‘people visble to people’

‘friendly, affective and human city’



The project is related to social interactions and relationships when it is able to work in a participatory way with the 

neighborhood of a neighborhood and with the people of the city, regardless of having to wait for the initiative of the 

organizations. Stimulate the union of people to take up education broadly in urban space.

‘educate through exposed art on the street’

‘change the city step by step through conscientiousness’

Social Interactions and Relations

‘engage people through art’



The processes of designing a cyclable city along the path of social innovation are relevant, when they are 

approximated to the processes of meaning for the understanding and formulation of meaning of the urban 

narrative. It is the creative processes responsible for transforming cities and transitioning the  actors-subject and 

actors-objects between the possible and the real.

‘incremental transformation’

‘processes of designing a Cyclable City’

City and Environmental Planning



The project would be related to the training of skills, education and design, when one understands the richness 

contained in the design process and in the metaprojective action that stimulates visions and imaginative 
scenarios.

‘realize the richness during the process’

Skill Training and Design Education



The designer encouraged the participants via projection of scenarios to be possible to create visions that would 

help in the process of co-creation of the cyclable city.

‘idea sharing’

‘project scenarios’

Storytelling and Visualisation



‘people visble to people’

Art: a kind of social relations 

‘friendly, affective and human city’

Alexandre Copês – Ilustrator Augusto Lima - Ilustrator
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