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Context.
Living Archives addresses the 
challenges facing the digitized 
society through (1) the phenomena 
of public cultural heritage archives 
that increasingly are being 
digitized, and (2) the practices of 
archiving that are dramatically 
being transformed because of 
networked technologies. 
The project analyzes and 
prototypes how digital archives for 
cultural heritage can become social 
resources, how they can facilitate 
social change, create cultural 
awareness and collective 
collaboration. 



The project.
The Urban Archiving theme of the 
Living Archives project explores 
archival practices in relation to 
urban sustainable development. 
What is an archive in the context of 
urban planning? How can cultural-
heritage archive material and open 
data sets become meaningful 
resources in urban development? 
How to connect practices of today 
with the past, and the future? The 
first phase of the project focuses 
on Urban gardening and explores 
the roles of archives and archival 
practices in the urban gardening 
context. 



The design process.
In collaboration with 
communities involved in actions 
exploring and imagining 
alternative sustainable urban 
futures, a series of experiments 
will be conducted. This includes 
hands-on design projects 
prototyping how cultural 
heritage, digital archives, and 
open data sets can become 
social resources that support and 
stimulate urban gardening 
practices. 



key concept

Provide examples of how grassroot urban
gardening actions can be supported and 

stimulated. 
Possible urban green futures, and alternative food

production systems is prototyped. 

Governance and Policy Making



Activism and Civic Participation

Urban gardeners act on own initiatives. 
The city council aims a supporting these

initiatives, and interfer as little as possible.



The project as a platform that
increases, and enchances interaction

between urban planners, gardeners, 
students, and researchers. 

Social Interactions and Relations



Prototypes of urban green futures, and  
hands-on examples of how digital

archive material, and new archiving
practices associated with open data, 

mobile media, storytelling, gaming, and 
performance can play an active role.

City and Environmental Planning



Alternative local and sustainable
food production.

Awareness about and access to 
knowledge, and real experience

of food production process; 
where, how, and who. 

Production, Distribution and Consumption



Design students involved in 
experiments as a par of 

their training.
Real world cases, direct

contact with stakeholder.

Skill Training and Design Education



Urban famers making a living on 
their productions?

Collaboration with a project run
by the city coucil among others

exploring these possibilities. 

Job Creation



A set of workshop tools and 
methods for visualising, and 

sharing ideas and visions.
Web site providing a rich material
about the different learnings and 

experiences gained. 

Storytelling and Visualisation



livingarchives.mah.se
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