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Context: The project is situated in Barcelona: a city 
with a tradition of lively and dynamic public spaces. 
Nevertheless, as in all the cities in the world, powerful 
socio-technical phenomena are threatening them. 
Therefore, to keep them alive and regenerate them in the 
new evolving contexts, something must be done to create 
more favourable conditions.



Project: The project deals with the complexity of the urban setting and its 
multiple and diverse appropriations, positing public space as the arena that 
has the potential to articulate and manage dissent without forcing (overly 
simplistic) consensus. Public space should become a gameboard of sorts 
that fosters mediation and embraces otherness



The design process: The project started mapping the 
present use of some squares. Then, on the basis of the first 
phase results, a temporary infrastructure has been built in a 
square in Barcelona. In doing that the SDSS strategy has 
been used. This is an open system that activates potential 
appropriations, triggering new types of uses and behaviors. 



Governance and Policy Making: The research 
carried out for ‘A la Plaça’ was presented in Centre Georges 
Pompidou in January 2018. The temporary infrastructure, 
aiming to test it out, and named ‘Slow Down, Stop, and Stay’, 
has been built in Plaça dels Àngels on June 30, 2018. 



Activism and Civic Participation: Design activism, 
using facilitating tools and ephemeral architecture prototypes 
have been used to trigger citizens’ alternative uses of the 
public spaces. 



Design tools: Mapping tools have 
been used to understand different forms 
of public appropriation. Facilitating tools 
have been adopted to propose a 
temporary transformation of a square 
through Ephemeral Architecture 
formats.
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