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CONTEXT

New Energy systems are evolving globally. Introduction of renewable 
energy technologies are affecting different parts of the world. 

In some parts wind and solar production are being used to replace 
non renewable energy sources or then are becoming an increasing 
part of the mix with non renewable energy systems. 

In other cases renewable sources are powering infrastructure where 
electrical energy is being introduced for the first time.  



The decisions for changing 
energy infrastructure are 
largely undertaken 
as technological, economic 
or as ecological 
imperatives.



FOR GOVERNANCE AND POLICY MAKING

In such contexts of changing energy infrastructure there also exist a 
variety of social concerns and issues. Aging, immigration, social 
integration, economic and gender disparity and many such issues are 
part of everyday concerns for citizenry and governance.

These concerns are local and contextual, which need a grounded 
framing with the involvement of people from the local context.

As a policy recommendation our project aims to indicate that new 
energy infrastructure and services with their deployment in various 
contexts have the potential to identify and address local social 
issues and concerns by design.  



THE DESIGN PROCESS

Our approach utilizes a main output of new energy 
systems, electrical energy to address social concerns. 

We see electrical energy as having a characteristic of 
an essential need, which is utilitarian and universal. 
While this allows it to be seen as a general 
technological output we argue that there is 
opportunity to address contextual and specific social 
concerns, if the framing of such concerns would 
happen at a local community level.  



THE PROJECT

With our project positioned 
within the context of 
changing energy 
infrastructure we present the 
potential and opportunities 
where the addressal of social 
issues and concerns are 
integrated within new energy 
infrastructure and services 
by design. 



SKILL TRAINING AND DESIGN EDUCATION

We are currently collaboratively working with multiple 
stakeholders from local communities, SME’s and the 

academia on applying this framework in two contexts, as 
related but separate projects in Denmark and India.

The constructive design based cross pollination of two 
varied contexts with multiple stakeholders aims to infuse  

skill exchange between multiple contexts of the global north 
and south, between the social and technical and the 

business and academia.   



SOCIAL INTERACTIONS AND RELATIONS

Could a promotional service by a utility 
company for a time of use energy savings 
program address the issue of social 
integration of immigrants in a Northern 
European neighbourhood?



SOCIAL INTERACTIONS AND RELATIONS

How to design new electric mobility services 
for a rural community in an Indian tribal belt to 
address gender disparity?



ACTIVISM AND CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION

Using such a framework, our 
work engages with citizens to 

frame local issues and 
concerns, with technologists 

and companies to 
constructively approach the 
design and building of new 

energy technologies, 
infrastructure and services to 

address social issues and 
concerns.  
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