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Context.
Natural disasters destroy homes 
and cause homeless people, who 
lose also their privacy, their identity 
and even their dignity. The provision 
of temporary housing (TH) allows 
affected people to have a private 
and safe place to return to their 
normal lives. However, the TH 
program is always planned in the 
aftermath of the disaster and, as a 
consequence, the solutions are 
inadequate. 



The project.
Changing the planning of 
Temporary Housing from 
the post-disaster to the 
pre-disaster time could 
lead from the current 
top-down, technocratic, 
product-based and 
universal approach, to a 
bottom-up, human-
centered, process-based 
and local approach.



The design 
process.
Workshops with 
students from different 
fields using design-
driven innovation 
approaches:
- Tongji Design Week 
October 2018, Shanghai.
- ADIM Conference, June 
2019, London.



The top-down approach is currently a centralized and government-led process: a charity approach in which 
affected people are already known. Only technicians and politicians take part in the process. 

Democracy is not possible in emergency

From top-down to bottom-up

Governance and Policy Making



Activism and Civic Participation

How the project relates to activism and civic participation: the capacity of individuals, groups and organisations to 
undertake initiatives and foster change at an higher level; the democratization and openness of the processes.

Co-design and community participation

If you move the TH planning to the pre-disaster time it’s possible to involve other important stakeholders –
designers, architects, urban planners, cultural associations, etc.- and to launch participatory processes. 



Is the temporary housing the AIM of the housing strategy in the recovery stage? Or, in the contrary, it’s only a 
MEAN for recovering social cohesion -relationships between neighbors- and sense of connection –relationships 
between people and their environment. 

relationships between people and their environment

relationships between people

Social Interactions and Relations

“Recovery is neither revival in economy, nor 
rebuilding houses. (…)
What shape the recovery processes are relations: 
relations between human being and nature, 
relations between people, relations between 
ourselves and those we lost, including our 
ancestors, relations between our lives and local 
cultures and histories.”

Uchiyama, 2011



Urban design and recovery planning should be connected in order to guarantee a resilient and sustainable city. TH 
area should be designed as a multifunctional and flexible space in which emergency and non-emergency goals 
are aligned. The temporary housing area could be seen as a “second city” inside the city.

Resilient cities
THA a process inside urban planning

City and Environmental Planning



Workshops in different institutions –some of which belonging to DESIS network- with diverse stakeholders. 
Students develop new strategies in the temporary housing domain by using design-driven approaches, 

Co-design

Community centered design

Multidisciplinarity

Skill Training and Design Education



Storytelling and Visualisation

Tongji Design Week October 2018, Shanghai.
Workshop “Design-driven Innovation of Post-
disaster Dwelling Strategies”

ADIM Conference, June 2019, London.
Workshop “Shelter after Disaster Management. 
New Approaches by Design Driven Innovation”
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