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Context.

Today, as urbanization matures, many children are born away from 
nature. Therefore, the natural education for children has become 
a priority. However, these small gardens are often lacking in 
aesthetics, has a low rate in usage, and easy to be abandoned. 
For this reason, the students in School of Art and Design of 
Eurasia University cooperates with Kid Castle Kindergarten to 
have designed and constructed a small garden which help 
children contact nature. 



The project.

Xi'an Kid Castle 
Kindergarten is in urban 
area with limited natural 
resources. The narrow 
long field in this 
kindergarten is mainly for 
used for growing some 
vegetables. The original 
site is very normal and 
lacks features. After 
designing, more theme 
elements and abundant 
plants are added to make 
the plantation richer.



The project.

This design pays more attention to the 
reuse of waste in the kindergarten. The 
choice of plants is more sensitive, and the 
cartoon image is added to make the theme 
more vivid. The used water basin of the 
kindergarten has been decorated into a fish 
tank of the aquatic garden. The tires were 
transformed into a planting pool and the 
used toys have been used into a micro-
scenario landscape .



The design process.

| March, 2019, team formation, on-site exploration
| April, 2019, program design, on-site construction
| May, 2019, Carry out nature education activities



After construction.



Activism and Civic Participation

In addition to the reuse of waste, more attention has been paid to public participation, and teachers, working staff, 
children and parents has been invited to participate in the construction of the small garden. Volunteer parents and 
children set up a small garden maintenance team, responsible for the operation and maintenance of the garden.

Children and teachers participate in the design.

Parents participate in the garden construction 
and post-maintenance.



Courses for nature education. In order to implement the concept of nature education, we also organized a series 
of activities on plant cognition. For example, children are encouraged to identify different plants and label them.

Knowledge of plant

Natural education

Social Interactions and Relations



Courses for nature education. Students will learn what small animals in the garden like to eat and learn to make 
bird feeders.

Learn about garden animals

Natural education

Social Interactions and Relations



After courses for nature education. Children are invited to draw a small garden they 
wish to spend time in.

Social Interactions and Relations



Before the nature 
education, the children's 
cognition of the small 
garden remained in the 
blue sky, white clouds, 
apple trees, bees and 
butterflies, which were 
standardized and empty.
After nature education, 
children's paintings showed 
different forms of plants, 
weather, small animals, 
bird stealth, and teacher's 
gestures.

After nature education

Before the nature education

Storytelling and Visualisation



Derivatives of the project: making photo booklets of the small garden, and teaching children to 
better understand the small garden.

Storytelling and Visualisation



SOCIAL 
INFLUENCE
The project was forwarded 
and recognized by social 
media such as Shaanxi 
Provincial Education 
Department and China 
Youth Network. At the 
same time, it was selected 
as a case study in "the 
First Shanghai 
International Symposium 
on Community Garden 
and Community Design in 
2019 " and shared at the 
meeting.
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