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LIVING PROXIMITY. 
The 15-minute city: what it is, what it means to live there, how to design it and how to create it. 

An exchange of experiences (before and a�er COVID-19)

Event curated by: Giordana Ferri, Fondazione Housing Sociale, Ezio Manzini, DESIS Network

Moderator: Ezio Manzini, DESIS Network

Ci�es and proximity. Experiences compared: Paris, Barcelona, 
Copenhagen and Milan
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Birgi�e Bundesen Svarre, Gehl Architects, Copenhagen
Carlos Moreno, Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne I IAE, Paris
Pierfrancesco Maran, Milan City Council
Cris�na Tajani, Milan City Council

Moderator: Giordana Ferri, FHS – Fondazione Housing Sociale

Round Table  

Stefano Boeri, Triennale Milano Founda�on
Davide Fassi, Milan Politecnico, Design department
Carolina Pacchi, Milan Politecnico, Architecture and Urban Studies 
department
Michele Talia, Na�onal Ins�tute of Urban Planning (INU)

Debate



 
THEME OF THE CONFERENCE

 The “15-minute city” is a city that puts itself forward as a pla�orm 
within which everything people need and have to do in their daily lives 
is within a few minutes’ walk from their home. This therefore becomes, 
to all effects and purposes, a territory to inhabit: a way of living that 
stretches from the residence to the neighbourhood to the various 
ameni�es and services that can be found there. As such, it offers a vision 
of contemporary living based on a new idea of proximity and of the 
values that this can bring.

 In the beginning, the idea of the 15-minute city was mo�vated by 
ecological, social and economic reasons. Today, the COVID-19 crisis is 
teaching us that social resilience and urban regenera�on need to be 
rooted in a new idea of living and proximity. This is precisely what 
characterizes the 15-minute city.

 The 15-minute city comes into being by connec�ng various 
realms on a local scale. First of all, those rela�ng to childcare facili�es, 
schools and social healthcare centres, followed by green areas, the 
availability of public spaces and mobility. But also job opportuni�es: not 
only those arising from the redistribu�on of online work across the 
territory, but also those created by the revitaliza�on of ar�san ac�vi�es 
and tradi�onal industries that s�ll exist in the city, and by the integra�on 
of those with the emerging reali�es of digital cra�smanship. 

 At the centre of the debate, therefore, is the topic of the 
15-minute city, understood as an extended living space based on the 
concept of hybrid proximity. A proximity in which private residence 
connects smoothly and seamlessly with both public spaces and a whole 
array of ameni�es and services, and thanks to which the neighbourhood 
opens up to the whole city and to the world. A proximity that makes it 
possible for our daily lives to be consistent with the values and prac�ces 
that the social and environmental crisis require us to adopt. 

 Taking this as a star�ng point, the mee�ng will discuss which 
governance and design capabili�es become necessary in this new city. It 
will do so by comparing the case studies of several European ci�es 
whose social and urban innova�on experiences - upon which the 
15-minute city proposal is based - have proved to be par�cularly 
relevant: Barcelona, Copenhagen, Paris and Milan.
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