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Context.
The project was a temporal 
and spatial space in which 
designers and students have 
collaboratively discussed, 
developed and experimented 
design research approaches 
with migrants. A year long 
common reflection about the 
meaning of co-creation 
through the developpement of 
ad-hoc empowering 
pedagogical tools for 
craftsmen or non-expert 
newcomers to be adressed to 
a public. 



The project.
The project aims to show the 
importance of understanding and 
integrating the social, political and 
cultural issues of present and past 
migrations in solving conflict 
situations by co-creating  tangible 
pedagogical services or tools of 
know-how transmission capable of 
highlighting, revealing and valorizing 
the specific know-hows of each 
migrant, according to the level of 
expertise and the contexts of 
mediation.



The design process.
The Mediation Lab was structured in three stages :
1) Transmitting skills: October 2018-January 2019 
Students collaborated with 4 expert-craftsmen who 
shared their know-how and co-created ad-hoc 
transmission tools 
2) Revealing skills: February-June 2019 Students 
collaborated with inhabitants and non-expert 
newcomers  to ‘reveal’ their skills at Emmaüs Les 
Résilientes to co-create objects based on collective 
intelligence. 
3) Valuing skills: May-June 2019 Students assisted 
the migrant-experts in the mediation of their know-
how at la Villette Makerz, Centre Pompidou and the 
event “La rue aux Enfants” of the Cafézoïde. This 
last phase was the occasion celebrate the 
enhanced value of the know-how of the craftsmen-
newcomers.



The Mediation labs took place in various  public venues throughout the city of Paris where all participants could meet the 
general public  during specific public events at la Villette Makerz, Centre Pompidou and the event “La rue aux Enfants” of 
the Cafézoïde and share their skills with a wider audience.

Migrant empowerment 
through mediation in public 

spaces

Governance and Policy Making



Activism and Civic Participation

The fact that migrants, communities, students from a reputated school and more in general the public have co-developped 
and experienced tools of empowerment  allows a generalized improvement of the skills and a change of perspective on the 
migrant that becomes the master of his knowhow and feels legitimated and supported to transmit it.

Co-design by migrants, students and the 
audience 



Based on a horizontal model (expert migrants-designers-students-public) the developped tools (of conviviality) allowed the 
public to understand and experience the migrant’s narratives and the working methods proper to each migrant craftsman
thanks to an ad-hoc pedagogy outlining their potential and a recognition of their skills by the public. The workshops with
the local community had the more general objective of considering migration as a rich, stimulating and creative experience
that must be shared.

Migrant integration through 
transmission activities and 

conviviality

Social Interactions and Relations



Expert newcomers could mediate their talent during the event “La rue aux enfants”, an event voted during the 
Paris 2014 participatory budget and proposed by the association Cafezoïde, the first children's café in France that 
opened its doors in 2002 as a place of life where caring adults would welcome children and allow them to 
participate fully in cultural and artistic life, encourage the organization of appropriate means of leisure, recreation, 
artistic and cultural activities for the benefit of the child on equal terms.

The public space becomes a place
to reveal the talent of «newcomers» 

and highlight the talent of 
« expert newcomers»  

City and Environmental Planning



The project has deeply analyzed the capacity of production of each craft but particularly concentrated on 
personalized skill transmission tools that will enable migrant craftsmen to further develop their own skills and 
business in the future according to requirements of a professional and general public that during the mediation 
labs in renowned public spaces has celebrated the sustainable value of their creation systems.

The value of 
migrant craft

production

Production, Distribution and Consumption



The Mediation Lab was a highly successful activity for all actors: EnsAD students/researchers, newcomers, partner institutions 
and local communities have acquired the following design skills: co-identification of research contexts proper to each 
craftsman skill • co-identification of specific migrant contexts and develop exchanges aimed at getting life stories and 
detecting issues related to the possibility of enhancing the transmission of migrants’ knowhow • co-identification of the role 
of migrant craftsmen in the Parisian context and but also on a more international level • research, with specific “experts”, of 
adequate solutions to the issues or problems that were detected • application of a design methodology to further develop the 
ideas that emerged from the exploratory phase and the more in-depth exchanges with expert newcomers developement of a 
detailed brief describing each project, the issues and needs it addresses, who they would work with and to which end

Design education for 
and by newcomers

Co-design

Skill Training and Design Education

Community involvement



Talent revelation 

Involvment and valorization of 
migrant craftsmen 

Job Creation

The project addressed the issues of conviviality, hospitality, know-how transmission as well as more specifically the 
necessity of newcomers’ own craft sharing and valorization. It also highlights the possibility for expert newcomers to create
income, professional collaborations and keep their know-hows alive by teaching in a wide variety of contexts (schools, 
museums, festivals, etc.). The developed co-design methodology allowed them to see their craft not as a technique used to 
make objects but as a resource that can eventually turn into a service through the transmission and therefore likely to bring



Throughout the project, we wanted newcomers to share their story and aknowledge the value of their knowhow. Letting
them do it alone first (to make sure things come from them) through free expression in various forms (drawing, collage, 
mock-up, gestures, etc.). By observing their working method and questioning their ways of doing things, we tried to 
highlight their singular vision where each stage can constitute a project. 

ideas and methodology 
sharing

co-design and collage sessions

Storytelling and Visualisation
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