
DESIS is a network of design-led research labs based in universities around the world created to trigger 
and support social change towards sustainability.

The network was created in 2009, in relation to the wave of social innovation that characterized that 
period: innovations emerging mainly from grassroots initiatives aiming to solve, in a collaborative way, 
problems that people had to face in mature industrial societies.

Today, more than ten years later, these initial motivations remain valid. However in light of the scale and 
depth of the ecological and environmental crisis, acknowledging its deeply intertwined with issues from 
environmental justice, such as the global rise of neo-fascism, along with ongoing crises related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, wars, migration, racism, xenophobia and a global economic recession, other 
priorities and practices must be considered.

Our vision is that the new reality we find ourselves in could and should drive a new wave of social 
innovation, that while centered on environmental issues, has a web of interrelated economic, cultural 
and political implications.

We believe that this new wave of eco-social innovation is already emerging and, while still nascent, we 
can already recognize its first signals.

In this changed world, DESIS must change with it. A change that implies not only the re-orientation of 
our way of thinking and doing to directly address environmental and ecological issues, but one that also 
pushes towards clearer justice-based goals.

Moving forward, the DESIS Network reaffirms its commitment to sustainability by pursuing three 
interconnected goals:

(1) to publicly acknowledge the radical planetary interdependence and recognize social, 
cultural and biological diversity as vital resources to nurture and protect all living species 
and environments;

(2) to learn how to see and act on the interdependencies between natural systems and our 
own lives;

(3) to value the importance of the commons for the wellbeing of all communities as a 
starting point for designing.

In the past decade, these three themes have gradually emerged in the design community at large and 
internally within the DESIS Network. It is time now to let them guide the work of the different DESIS 
Labs as well as the network’s mission as a whole.

Today, the network’s most ambitious goal should be therefore to foster and support the new wave of 
eco-social innovation. And in doing so, to collaboratively build platforms for teaching and research 
necessary to guide and strengthen the transition towards a more resilient, diverse and non-anthropo-
centric sustainable world.

Finally, this statement is meant to mark and deepen our commitment to a politics of design based on 
care and solidarity in order to advance equity, inclusion and social justice goals. We plan to continue to 
do so through the courses we teach, the research topics we take on, the projects we create and the 
voices we include and elevate.
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